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an unsuccessful fraud.   Owing to the ambiguity of

their own draftsmen they sueeeeded in carrying an
unjust claim up to the House of Lords ; after which
during a great European crisis they persecute the
tax-payer in order to extort the money in a manner
which in all the circumstances can only be called
robbery with violence; for what can be worse
violence than the abuse of Executive power ? If
the Syndicalist can upset this kind of thing I hope
he will, but he will have to attack the politicians
before he attacks the employer.

It is clear that modern legislation of the type
which is now tolerated from our rulers is bound to
result in anarchy, unnecessary litigation, and irre-
sponsibility. It has been suggested that in every
Parliamentary constituency, in every city, borough,
and district, there should be formed and maintained
in a state of permanent efficiency a society re-
presentative of the commercial, professional, and
industrial classes, the object of which would be to
see that men are returned to Parliament and to local
bodies who should represent the whole community
and riot act merely as the delegates of the Caucus
or as the mouthpiece of plutocratic cranks. We
have also heard a great deal about proportional
representation. But probably no clean sweep will
be made of the present system until the iniquity
due to the existence of secret party funds and secret
understandings has been once and for all cleared
awayf and exemplary penalties meted out to all
those who seek to preserve it. Then* and not until
then, a vote will mean power to obtain freedom of
contract or any other freedom.